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us who had the opportunity to know
her. She will be sorely missed, and as I
said a moment ago, she was one who
was a person who did extraordinary
work in the field of education and edu-
cating our children.

The next person I will speak of is
Carolyn Ann Richardson Cheney, a
woman of immense talents. Carolyn
passed away in December 1996, and she
too was a devoted family and commu-
nity leader. She had a generosity of
spirit in giving all that she could to
the community and to inspire those
who worked around her. Those of us
who knew her knew that she spent her
early days as a youth in El Paso, TX,
before moving to California. After
graduating from high school she ob-
tained a dental assistance credential
and began working in Los Angeles. Her
further thirst for education prompted
her to go on to Compton College, where
she earned her associate arts degree
and on to California State University,
Dominquez Hills where she finished her
bachelor’s degree with honors.

What do these two people have in
common? In spite of being mothers and
in spite of being wives, they obtained
their education and went on to help
others outside of their children.
Carolyn’s ambition, strength, and mo-
tivation found expressions in her entre-
preneurial and managerial talents. For
13 years she worked in Sears & Roe-
buck during off times to help with the
family finances.

In 1980, she opened her own insurance
agency, and it became one of the top
agencies in southern California, and de-
spite all of this she found time to serve
her community and her church, reach-
ing out to teenage mothers, reaching
out to the desolate, reaching out to
those who were the homeless. She vol-
unteered in the Los Angeles probation
department in the chaplain’s office.
Carolyn received the Paul Harris Fel-
lowship by the Rotary International in
appreciation for her efforts and assist-
ance in the furtherance of better un-
derstanding and friendly relationships
among peoples throughout the world.

Though she was a loving and devoted
mother of 4 children, through words
and deeds, she instilled in them the
principle of honesty, integrity, hard
work, perseverance, and self-sacrifice.
And these are the values that help to
make our Nation great and our people
strong. Her attributes are a testament
to the unending strength of mother-
hood. Carolyn will be sorely missed by
all of those and all of us who knew her
for her nurturing, her leadership, and
her strength. She indeed was an inspi-
ration to all of us throughout the com-
munity.

I pay homage to Mr. Sam Littleton,
who passed away January 31 of this
year. Mr. Littleton went to work early
as a mail carrier in the cities of Los
Angeles and Compton until he was
stricken with disability. But his dis-
ability did not dissuade him to go on in
his middle age to college, having re-
ceived an AA degree from Compton

College and a bachelor’s degree from
Los Angeles University of Los Angeles.
But he was still motivated for higher
education and he applied and was ac-
cepted to the graduate program of so-
cial work at UCLA.

When he became a social worker, he
started work at the new then-Martin
Luther King, Jr., Medical Center. He
elected to not work as a social worker
in the daytime, but he elected to work
as a social worker at night so that
those who worked during the day, par-
ents, single parents, and those who
could not get off at work could come
and talk with him, and he counseled
them. He was the only social worker in
the State of California who took an
evening shift. He was a positive and
unique role model for the community.
He served and assisted with the be-
reaved and grieving families; he as-
sisted many homeless persons in find-
ing shelter; he counseled many with
abuse problems and substance abuse as
well, and he even counseled women who
were victims of rape. The elderly grew
to know him as a person whom they
could depend upon because he would
make home visits to make sure that
they felt safe in their homes and that
their needs were met even though they
could not come out from their homes.

Yes, his 18 years of service as an
evening social worker endeared him to
not only his family, but to employees
and coworkers and the community
around him. He will be sorely missed,
but his legacy remains.

I salute Mr. Sam Littleton for an
outstanding record of public and com-
munity service, a record that has
touched so many lives throughout the
community. He was truly an inspira-
tion to all of us. His community com-
mitment, his dedication to human
services, his social services and service
to the community through volunteer-
ism were indeed the life and the high
regard that was given to him at the
time of his funeral on January 31.

Another person who is not deceased
yet, of course, is Maxie Filer, who has
given 45 years of public service to the
community. Mr. Filer is in the Guiness
Book of Records because he took the
law exam 45 times before he passed.
Perseverance. He was indeed a role
model and is a role model to the com-
munity.

While he has 7 children, 3 of whom
are attorneys and one is a judge, Mr.
Filer knew the importance of public
service. He was a resident of Compton
for over 40-some years. He served in
presidential campaigns; he was the
president of the Compton Democratic
Club in 1952. He was labor and industry
community chairman. He was even
with Martin King on the march on
Washington in 1963, and he became the
president of the Compton NAACP from
1964 to 1970. Mr. Filer served as a
Compton city council member from
1976 through 1989.

His commitment, though, to the
youth, the African-American males, is
one indication of a man who knew out-

side of being a father to his 7 children,
along with his wife, Glendell, that he
had to help young African-American
males to see the right way, to move
into a mainstream of life and to divert
from gangs and drugs.

He is still serving in the community
as an attorney and does a lot of pro
bono work for those in the community
who are unable to pay for legal service.
Maxie Filer is one who now recognizes
volunteerism is an important compo-
nent. He will serve as my chairperson
for my volunteerism task force that I
am convening.
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Mr. Speaker, as new trailblazers
emerge to chart new paths, and they
commence agendas to promote African-
Americans and invest in future genera-
tions, let us never forget the spirit of
those who I have mentioned, and our
forebears.

Let us also recognize the ones whose
names do not ripple in neon lights,
whose distinctiveness has yet to be em-
bedded on printed pages. Because for
all that we are and hope to be, it is be-
cause of them. For all of the songs that
they sang over stovetops and beside
washtubs that went unscored, for all
the poems that they scribbled on
matchboxes and matchbox covers and
on dinner napkins that went
unpublished and unnoticed, for the
many discovered roles that they played
in unrecorded and then unforgotten
movies, and for all that they did for us,
we are all the better because of them.

We want them to know that they will
not go unnoticed, because each time we
sign our names, we know that it is for
the thousand like them who cannot
hold a pen, but instead, held us, and
tucked us in gently, as they sang the
many rhythms and rhymes of the old
African spirituals.

Mr. Speaker, I have come tonight be-
cause I wanted to recognize not just
those of us who perhaps in the eyes of
others have succeeded, but for the
many who perhaps will not ever work
in this Chamber, will not ever have an
opportunity to run campaigns, but
they, too, have given so much to this
Nation and to this world.

As we celebrate African-American
History Month, let us not forget those
who toiled in order that we would have
a place in this House.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DICKEY). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I,
the House stands in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
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